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THE  CHRISTIAN  WAY 
TOWARD  UNITY 


HE  SEARCH  FOR*  PEACE  IS  AS  OLD 


-L  as  the  human  heart  and  as  wide 
as  the  human  race.  It  is  to  be  had, 
both  Godward  and  man  ward,  only 
through  the  agency  of  the  whole  Chris- 
tian Church.  No  one  doubts  that  if 
we  are  to  have  peace  in  the  world  of 
practical  politics  it  must  come  through 
good-will  and  understanding  between 
nations,  bred  by  conference  and  stab- 
ilized by  cooperative  action.  The  same 
holds  good  in  the  realm  of  religion. 
The  group  formations  into  which  the 
Christian  world  is  broken  must  reach 
after  mutual  understanding  and  that 
unity  which  will  eventually  declare 
itself  in  the  process  of  sympathetic 
fellowship.  Bold  and  patient  — above 
all,  patient  — experiment  is  necessary 
if  we  are  going  to  get  anywhere  in  this 
matter.  It  is  the  day  of  sowing,  not 
of  reaping,  so  that  we  have  no  business 


to  be  discouraged  when  a golden  harvest 
fails  to  appear  in  the  springtime  of 
endeavor. 

Is  it  not  so  that  there  are  entirely  too 
many  receipts  for  unity  and  too  few 
concerted  inquiries  as  to  the  Christian 
way  toward  unity?  Experience  has 
clearly  demonstrated  that  unity  cannot 
be  reached  by  way  of  controversy,  and 
therefore  the  World  Conference  on 
Faith  and  Order,  as  its  name  implies, 
has  consistently  stood  for  the;  way  of 
conference  as  the  Christian  way. 

This  fact  forestalls  all  possibility  of 
postulating  fixed  conclusions.  This  is 
the  very  kernel  of  the  World  Conference 
— both  its  real  strength  and  its  appar- 
ent weakness.  We  are  deliberately 
adopting  the  method  of  research.  Reli- 
gion quite  as  much  as  science  depends 
upon  research  for  its  very  life.  What 
is  seemingly  abstruse  and  detached  is 
often  the  precursor  of  a revolution  in 
practical  affairs.  There  is  no  connec- 
tion at  first  sight  between  Franklin’s 
kite  and  a modern  trolley.  Similarly 
a superficial  view  of  the  World  Confer- 
ence on  Faith  and  Order  cannot  find 


any  relationship  between  colloquies  on 
belief  and  organization  and  the  Church 
unified  and  inspired  to  deal  effectively 
with  the  problems  of  human  society. 
The  connection  is  equally  real  in  both. 

This  is  the  background  of  the  story 
of  the  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order.  It  was  not  a detached  move- 
ment but  it  lighted  its  torch  at  the 
brilliant  flame  of  the  Edinburgh  Mis- 
sionary Conference  of  1910.  From  the 
very  first  it  was  a cooperative  project. 
Simultaneously  three  Communions  con- 
ceived it — Congregationalists,  Disciples 
of  Christ  and  Episcopalians. 

The  ten  years  following  were  taken  up 
with  securing  the  attention  of  Christen- 
dom and  enlisting  active  support.  Com- 
missions were  appointed,  conferences 
held  and  European  countries  visited. 
As  soon  after  the  close  of  the  War  as 
possible  a Preliminary  Conference  was 
held  in  Geneva  attended  by  representa- 
tives of  seventy  autonomous  Churches 
from  forty  nations.  This  gathering 
marked  the  beginning  of  a new  stage 
in  our  progress.  The  true  meaning  and 
value  of  conference  began  to  dawn  on 


the  minds  of  men.  Conference  grad- 
ually revealed  itself  to  be  not  a meeting 
for  controversy  where  each  person  en- 
deavors to  establish  his  own  position, 
but  an  opportunity  for  eliciting  from 
others  the  convictions  which  hold  them, 
in  order  to  establish  sympathetic  under- 
standing among  people  of  different 
minds.  The  value  of  the  World  Con- 
ference, when  it  eventually  meets,  will 
depend  upon  loyalty  to  this  conception 
of  conference  and  its  widespread  em- 
ployment among  Christians  of  different 
Communions  in  the  interim.  Let  it 
be  noted  that  in  this  mode  of  approach 
we  are  but  using  the  same  method  now 
extensively  employed  in  every  depart- 
ment of  life  where  earnest  men  are 
seeking  to  solve  the  industrial,  social 
and  racial  problems  of  their  day. 

Every  Communion  has  what  is  dis- 
tinctive in  belief  and  organization.  Its 
special  problems  are  different  in  charac- 
ter or  emphasis  from  its  neighbor’s 
problems.  It  is  quite  clear  that  if  a 
World  Conference  is  to  be  successful 
it  must  be  based  on  a survey  of  the 
entire  field.  Churches  which  have 
creeds  and  those  which  have  not, 


Churches  which  have  long-established 
order  and  those  which  have  not,  occupy 
precisely  the  same  plane  in  conference 
and  merit  the  same  respect  and  con- 
sideration. Mutual  understanding  — 
and  it  is  a far  cry  to  any  such  goal  — is 
the  next  step  toward  unity.  We  must 
gird  ourselves  promptly  to  this  end,  for 
the  date  of  the  World  Conference  is 
set  for  two  years  hence  (1927),  subject 
only  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Contin- 
uation Committee. 

The  preparation  for  the  World  Con- 
ference on  Faith  and  Order  is  conference 
and  conference  and  conference  — local 
conference,  regional  conference,  every 
kind  of  conference  which  will  help 
Christians  of  different  Communions  to 
understand  one  another.  This  is  no 
call  for  new  organization  but  for  the 
use  of  the  organization  we  already  have. 
It  does  call,  however,  for  the  use  of 
intelligence,  considerateness  and  per- 
severance. The  problem  before  us  is 
— What  are  the  things  which  divide 
us?  What  are  the  things  that  unite? 
We  must  reach  a point  where  in  common 
we  can  formulate  the  answer  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all. 


Side  by  side  with  this  study  there 
must  continue  that  cooperation  in  prac- 
tical affairs  which  in  itself  is  a unifying 
activity.  The  one  is  a unity  of  head 
and  heart,  the  other  of  the  hand. 

There  is  a goal  so  bathed  in  light  as 
to  be  obscured  by  the  blaze  of  glory 
which  reveals  it.  Is  not  the  unity  of 
the  Christian  Church  a goal  of  this  sort? 
My  whole  conception  of  ideals  was 
colored  for  life  when  I was  a small  boy, 
by  an  engraving  of  Turner’s  “ Celestial 
City  ” which  formed  the  frontispiece 
of  “ Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  and  which 
still  awakens  mystic  longings  when  I 
turn  to  it.  It  suggests  more  power  and 
peace  and  beauty  than  it  actually  con- 
veys. When  I think  of  the  Babel 
which  the  Christian  Church  has  become, 
I would  falter  were  it  not  that  I see, 
beyond  and  above  it,  the  Heavenly 
Jerusalem  coming  down  from  God, 
clothed  in  that  dazzling  glory  which, 
however  much  it  baffles,  allures  and 
comforts  and  inspires. 


